
lpo.kaf.0416

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Jaret Gibbons
P.O. Box 202010
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2010

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

10TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

Jaret Gibbons
438 Line Ave., Ellwood City, PA 16117 • 724-752-1133 
302 Ninth St., New Brighton, PA 15066 • 724-847-1725 

306 E. Water St., Slippery Rock, PA 16057 • 724-794-1215
Website: www.pahouse.com/Gibbons • Email: jgibbons@pahouse.net  

C Facebook.com/RepGibbons •  Twitter.com/RepGibbons

SPRING 2016

C
n	www.facebook.com/RepGibbons
n	www.twitter.com/RepGibbons

Stay updated on

Help available 
on Property 
Tax/Rent 
Rebates
The Department of Revenue 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program 
applications for the 2015 tax year 
are now available – and Rep. 
Gibbons’ staff is ready to help 
you file yours for free!

The rebate program benefits 
eligible Pennsylvanians 65 or older, 
widows and widowers 50 or older, 
and people with disabilities 18 or 
older. The income cap is $35,000 
for homeowners and $15,000 for 
renters. Please note that you only 
have to count 50 percent of Social 
Security benefits. You can receive 
up to $650, if eligible.

Claimants must reapply for rebates 
every year because rebates are 
based on annual income and 
property taxes or rent paid annually. 

Please take note of two 
changes to the program:
n	 Social Security cost-of-living 

adjustments will no longer 
disqualify those applying for a 
rebate; and

n	 Claims filed on behalf of 
claimants who lived at least one 
day during the claim year and 
meet all other eligibility criteria 
will be paid.

The deadline to apply for a rebate 
on property taxes or rent paid in 
2015 is June 30, 2016, and the 
rebates normally are distributed 
beginning on July 1. So, the sooner 
you file, the sooner you will receive 
your money!

Please ignore offers to assist with 
filing the application for a fee. Rep. 
Gibbons’ office offers free help, 
and the Revenue Department does 
not charge a fee to process your 
application.

Applications also are available 
online at www.revenue.pa.gov or by 
calling 1-888-222-9190.

Protecting PACE/PACENET for seniors
PACE and PACENET, the state’s prescription-
drug programs for older Pennsylvanians are both 
valuable and popular. The programs ensure that 
lower income older residents get the life-saving 
medications they need at a price they can afford.

Rep. Gibbons is always looking for ways to 
maintain and improve the programs. Since PACE 
was created in 1984 and PACENET in 1996, the 
state periodically has reauthorized the programs, 
expanded income eligibility and excluded Social 
Security cost-of-living adjustments. The state also 
modified PACENET’s deductible and adapted the 
program when Medicare’s prescription benefit 
– Part D – was created. All of this was done to 
prevent thousands from losing their coverage 
and making even more people eligible for the 
programs.

The last couple of years are no different. 
PACE and PACENET are extremely valuable and Rep. Gibbons has supported 
any legislation that improves these prescription benefits. Because of his recent 
affirmative votes, Social Security Medicare Part B premiums are now excluded 
from income considerations. This change has the same effect of increasing the 
income limits by that amount. For most Medicare beneficiaries, that’s about $1,258 
per person a year.

Another recent change Rep. Gibbons supported includes excluding any Social 
Security cost-of-living adjustments from income when applying for the programs. 
For years, tens of thousands of seniors were close to being pushed out of their 
prescription drug coverage because their relatively small cost-of-living increase 
pushed them over the income limit. In the past, Pennsylvania enacted temporary 
moratoriums to keep that from happening. Now, the Social Security COLA 
exclusion is permanent.

Additionally, Rep. Gibbons has supported two other proposals to improve these 
programs. The first would exclude veteran compensation from the income 
guidelines, and the second would exclude the money received from cashing in 
savings bonds from being counted as income when applying. Both of these bills 
passed the House and are under consideration in the Senate.

Rep. Gibbons and his staff can answer any questions you have about these 
programs, and also can help you apply.

DON’T MISS THESE UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS!

THURSDAY, MAY 12 • 6 p.m.  
New Beaver Borough Municipal Building 

778 Wampum New Galilee Rd. 
New Galilee, PA 16141

THURSDAY, MAY 19 • 6 p.m. 
Ellwood City Borough  

Municipal Building 
525 Lawrence Ave. 

Ellwood City, PA 16117

THURSDAY, MAY 26 • 6 p.m. 
Beaver Falls City Building 

715 15th St. 
Beaver Falls, PA 15010

TUESDAY, MAY 31 • 6 p.m. 
Scott Township  

Volunteer Fire Department 
3712 Harlansburg Rd., PA-108 

New Castle, PA 16101

THURSDAY, JUNE 9 • 6 p.m. 
Taylor Township Municipal Building 

Industrial St. 
West Pittsburg, PA 16160

THURSDAY, JUNE 16 • 6 p.m. 
Pulaski Township 

3401 Sunflower Rd.  
New Brighton, PA 15066

Who’s eligible? 
Pennsylvania residents 65 or 
older
PACE – With a total income 
of $14,500 or less for singles 
and $17,700 for married 
couples. Prescriptions are 
$6 for generics and $9 for 
name-brand.
PACENET – With a total 
income between $14,500 
and $23,500 for singles 
and between $17,700 and 
$31,500 if married. After 
a $34 monthly deductible, 
prescriptions are $8 and $15.

Rep. Gibbons welcomes students from the Community College of 
Beaver County who visited the state Capitol.

State Rep. Jaret Gibbons invites you and your family to a Town Hall Meeting in your area:

Gibbons votes to end 
budget impasse

‘No tax increase’ budget becomes law 
Pennsylvania’s nine-month state budget impasse ended in late March when 
Gov. Tom Wolf permitted the 2015-2016 state budget to become law. 

Rep. Jaret Gibbons was one of 13 House Democrats who voted for the final 
state budget in an effort to end the impasse in a way that allowed schools and 
4-H programs to remain open and continue to fund human services programs for 
Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable citizens. The finalized state budget funds social 
services agencies, increases funding for colleges and universities, and gives 
school districts an additional $200 million for basic education. All this without 
raising state taxes! 

This budget is not perfect. It fails to fully restore the funding cuts to schools and 
social services made by the previous administration, and does not address the 
state’s looming structural deficit that has led credit rating agencies to downgrade 
the state’s bond rating repeatedly over the past years. 

However, Rep. Gibbons understands that it was time to put partisan politics 
behind and pass a balanced budget that provides funding for schools, human 
services and other vital government services that are important in our area. As 
an elected official, Rep. Gibbons believes his first priority is always to represent 
his constituents, and the reality of the situation was that he needed to act 
accordingly and vote for continued funding for these services.

GIBBONS REFUSES 
PAYCHECK DURING 
IMPASSE, DECLINES 
PAY INCREASE FOR 7TH 
STRAIGHT YEAR
Although many legislators continued 
to be paid during last year’s budget 
impasse, Rep. Gibbons did not think it 
was right to cash a paycheck with the 
flow of state money to public schools, 
social services and a host of other 
recipients held up by the wrangling 
between the governor and Republican-
controlled legislature. Rep. Gibbons 
did not cash a paycheck while the 
state didn’t have a budget and these 
organizations went unfunded. He also 
co-sponsored legislation requiring 
suspending the pay of all legislators 
when a state budget is not passed on 
time.

As he has in the past, Rep. Gibbons 
also did not accept a statutorily required 
automatic cost-of-living raise in his 
salary last year. At one point Rep. 
Gibbons returned his COLA funds 
to the state Treasury, but with local 
organizations struggling during the 
recent budget impasse, he felt it was 
only right to give back to the local 
community. So last year, Rep. Gibbons 
donated the COLA funds to local 
school organizations, nonprofit public 
service programs, and the Wampum 
Revitalization Committee. 

A 1995 law provides an annual COLA to 
state elected officials based on a cost-
of-living index. This year, legislators 
received no increase due to a lack of 
inflation. 

GIBBONS VOTES NO TO INCOME TAX INCREASE
Last fall, the House voted on a scaled-down version of Gov. Wolf’s tax
proposal. Amongst other tax hikes, it would have increased the state
income tax and provided negligible property tax relief for a limited number
of low-income seniors. Rep. Gibbons explained, “While I support providing 
adequate funding for education and property tax relief, I was compelled to 
vote against this proposal due to the lack of real tax relief provided by this 
large tax increase on job creators and working families.”

PROTECT YOUR WEALTH 
FROM LONG TERM CARE 

COSTS, ESTATE PLANNING 
AND PROTECTION SEMINAR

6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.  
Beaver Falls Library • 1301 7th Ave. 

Beaver Falls, PA 15010

Do you have sensitive documents that need disposed of?  
You’re invited to join Rep. Gibbons and his staff  

for a shredding event! 
Bring any documents that contain personal information such as 
Social Security numbers, credit card numbers, medical records or 
banking account numbers. 
All documents will be shredded on site and disposed of securely by 
a professional document disposal company. There is no limit  
to how many documents you can shred, but please remove  
paper clips prior to shredding.

SHREDDER EVENT
SATURDAY, JUNE 18 

10 a.m. to noon 
North Sewickley Fire Hall • 893 Mercer Rd.  

Beaver Falls, PA 15010

TUESDAY, MAY 10

Presented by a local 
professional in the 
insurance industry.

Please join him to 
discuss important 
state government-
related issues in our 
communities.



Gibbons votes for legislation 
to prevent drug dealers from 
receiving welfare benefits
Rep. Gibbons has supported legislation which passed the House 
that would, if enacted, prevent those convicted of drug distribution 
crimes from receiving Pennsylvania welfare benefits. 
He is steadfast in his belief that we need to ensure we are taking 
care of the neediest of people in our community and not allowing a 
drain on funding by supporting convicted drug dealers.
Rep. Gibbons previously voted for the law in Pennsylvania that 
requires drug testing for certain welfare recipients who have prior 
drug convictions.
The bill is currently in the state Senate awaiting action.

Gibbons introduces 
Budget Continuation 
Act to prevent impacts 
of budget impasse
Last year’s budget impasse was a 
disappointing failure that should never happen 
again. The stalemate resulted in schools and 
social service agencies being dangerously 
underfunded for an unprecedented period of 
time. The legislature must act to ensure that 
such a standoff as was experienced last year 
is not permitted to recur, but if it does we must 
not allow it to impact the ability of schools and 
social service agencies to deliver services. To 
remove the uncertainty and financial distress 
that accompanied this past year’s budget 
impasse and allow our schools and social 
service agencies to operate uninterrupted, 
Rep. Gibbons has introduced the Budget 
Continuation Act.

Under Rep. Gibbons’ bill, if a budget is 
not successfully enacted by July 1, all line 
items from the previous year’s budget would 
continue to receive funding equal to that of the 
previously enacted budget, with the exception 
of the governor’s office, the lieutenant 
governor’s office, the Senate, and the House of 
Representatives. These entities would receive 
zero funding until the passage of a new budget. 
After the many difficulties faced during the past 
year’s impasse, Rep. Gibbons knows we must 
take the necessary steps to ensure that an 
impasse never again creates suffering for our 
schools and social service agencies.

Gibbons bill ‘Daniel’s Law’ aims to toughen 
penalty for distracted driving accidents
Several years ago, Pennsylvania enacted a distracted 
driving law aimed at curbing the dangerous practice of 
texting while driving. According to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, distracted driving led to 
3,328 deaths and about 421,000 injuries in 2012. This 
irresponsible and reckless behavior has very real, and 
all too frequently, life-changing consequences.

One of those life-changing consequences came to a 
family in our area. Daniel Gallatin, a father, grandfather, 
military veteran and fireman of nearly 40 years, was 
killed in May 2013 while riding his motorcycle. He was 
hit from behind by a woman who was texting while 
driving. The woman pleaded guilty to involuntary 
manslaughter, reckless driving and texting while 
driving, but even the judge remarked during sentencing 
that changes need to be made involving the severity of 
the laws governing cell phone use while driving.

With that in mind, Rep. Gibbons introduced a bill for 
Daniel that he hopes would become Daniel’s Law, 
which would enhance the penalties for distracted 
driving that results in a severe injury or death. Studies 
have shown that distracted driving can be just as 
dangerous as drunk driving.

Rep. Gibbons’ legislation would bring the penalty in line 
with similar drunk driving offenses, such as homicide 
by vehicle and aggravated assault while under the 
influence, as well as involuntary manslaughter. 
The legislation is currently in the House Judiciary 
Committee, where Rep. Gibbons is hopeful it will move 
through the legislative process soon.

This is an opportunity and an obligation to send a 
message that distracted driving is unacceptable. Rep. 
Gibbons will fight to ensure that this legislation makes it 
to the governor’s desk to be signed into law. 

Gibbons votes 
to cut size of 
legislature
Rep. Gibbons is working to right-size 
Pennsylvania’s government, and that 
needs to begin with the legislature. For 
years people have been telling him they 
want state government to become more 
effective, efficient and smaller, and this 
shows that he and his fellow legislators 
are listening.

Rep. Gibbons voted for House Bill 153, 
which would reduce the size of the 
House of Representatives by 25%, from 
the current 203 down to 153 members. 
The bill passed the House last year by 
a bipartisan 139-56 vote, and this year 
passed the Senate 43-6. 

With 253 members, the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly is the second largest 
in the country. With a population of 
roughly 12.7 million people, each of the 
proposed 153 House districts would 
represent about 83,022 people, which 
is an incremental increase from 62,573 
under the current 203 districts.

To change the size of the legislature 
requires an amendment to the state 
Constitution, which means the same 
bill must be passed in two consecutive 
sessions, and then approved by voter 
referendum. Rep. Gibbons said he 
would plan to vote for the bill again in 
the 2017-2018 legislative session.

Gibbons helps secure tax credit for 
New Brighton senior center
Rep. Gibbons supported a $1.13 million tax credit for the EB McNitt Apartments 
in New Brighton from the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency to help finance 
improvements at the apartments.

“This tax credit will go toward a very worthwhile cause and help benefit a section 
of our community that we need to ensure we’re looking out for,” Gibbons said. 
“It’s imperative that seniors in our area have quality options when it comes to 
independent living.”

The funding will be used for the preservation of four, three-story buildings with 
three elevators consisting of more than 100 units for people 62 and older.

Gibbons supports bipartisan 
proposal to cut property taxes 
Rep. Gibbons is committed to ensuring that residents, particularly senior citizens 
on fixed incomes, receive additional property tax relief. That is why he voted for 
House Bill 504, which passed the House on a bipartisan 105-86 vote and would 
lead to lower school property taxes in every district across Pennsylvania. 

This property tax reduction plan would provide nearly $5 billion in property 
tax relief to Pennsylvania homeowners. It also would include a $125 million 
expansion of the Property Tax and Rent Rebate Program, which benefits low- to 
middle-income senior citizens and disabled residents across the state. 

In many areas of the state, some people are forced to choose between paying 
their taxes, or buying food and medicine, and Rep. Gibbons believes it shouldn’t 
be that way. This proposal would shift the burden of funding schools away from 
homeowners, instead utilizing funding streams that take into account a person’s 
ability to pay. 

This property tax relief bill is a significant step toward increasing the fairness 
of how the state funds public education. The bill is currently in the Senate for 
consideration.

Current Anti-Texting Law Facts
What the law does

n	 The law prohibits as a primary offense 
any driver from using an Interactive Wireless 
Communication Device (IWCD) to send, read or write 
a text-based communication while his or her vehicle is in 
motion.

n	 Defines an IWCD as a wireless phone, personal digital 
assistant, smart phone, portable or mobile computer 
or similar device that can be used for texting, instant 
messaging, emailing or browsing the Internet.

n	 Defines a text-based communication as a text message, 
instant message, email or other written communication 
composed or received on an IWCD.

n	 Institutes a $50 fine for convictions under this section.

n	 Makes clear that this law supersedes and pre-empts any 
local ordinances restricting the use of interactive wireless 
devices by drivers.

n	 The penalty is a summary offense. The law does not 
authorize the seizure of an IWCD.

n	 The violation carries no points as a penalty and will not be 
recorded on the driver record for non-commercial drivers. It 
will be recorded on commercial drivers’ records as a non-
sanction violation.

n	 The texting ban does NOT include the use of a GPS device, 
a system or device that is physically or electronically 
integrated into the vehicle, or a communications device that 
is affixed to a mass transit vehicle, bus or school bus. Rep. Gibbons’ annual senior fair is always well-attended by seniors who not only enjoy the day out but also learn about 

state services and programs.

Supporters from across the state held a rally at the state Capitol in support of Daniel’s Law, legislation Rep. Gibbons 
prime sponsored.

Rep. Gibbons has assumed a new leadership role as the 
Democratic chairman of the House Tourism and Recreational 
Development Committee. Democratic Leader Frank Dermody 
tapped Rep. Gibbons for the post because of his legislative 
acumen and strong interest in the job-creating possibilities of 
Pennsylvania’s widespread tourism and recreational facilities.

“Jaret Gibbons is a strong, independent voice in the 
state House for his constituents,” Dermody said. “Being a 
committee chairman will give him added responsibility for 
shaping statewide policies.”

Rep. Gibbons enthusiastically accepted the new role and said 
he looks forward to working with members of the committee 

and its Republican chairman, David Hickernell of Lancaster 
County, to review legislation and conduct hearings across the 
state. 

Rep. Gibbons underlined the importance of tourism and 
recreation to the Pennsylvania economy.

He noted that travel, tourism and hospitality providers employ 
several hundred thousand Pennsylvanians.

Rep. Gibbons said in 2015 there were 190 million U.S. 
domestic travelers to Pennsylvania, 1 million visitors annually 
from overseas markets and an additional 2 million day trip and 
overnight visitors from Canada.

Gibbons named chairman of Tourism and 
Recreational Development Committee

You can make a difference by registering to donate your organs, eyes, 
or tissues. A young girl from Ellwood City, Kyree Beachem, was recently 
saved by an organ donation.
PennDOT works with the Gift of Life program and the Department 
of Health to increase awareness of organ and tissue donation in 
Pennsylvania. There are no fees to become an organ donor. At no 
point will you or your family pay for any of the services related to 
your organ and tissue donation.
You must be at least 18 years old to become a donor. You can register 
online or in person at your local PennDOT photo center.
You will need to provide the last four digits of your Social Security 
number and your Pennsylvania driver’s license or ID card number.
If you are under 18 years old, you can still become an organ donor, but 
as a minor you are required to have the written consent of your parents 
and legal guardians on your identification card or driver’s license.

To get more information on organ donation you can contact:
n	Pennsylvania Department of Health (877) PA-HEALTH 
n	Center for Organ Recovery and Education (800) DONORS-7 

Organ donors are heroes
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items from the previous year’s budget would 
continue to receive funding equal to that of the 
previously enacted budget, with the exception 
of the governor’s office, the lieutenant 
governor’s office, the Senate, and the House of 
Representatives. These entities would receive 
zero funding until the passage of a new budget. 
After the many difficulties faced during the past 
year’s impasse, Rep. Gibbons knows we must 
take the necessary steps to ensure that an 
impasse never again creates suffering for our 
schools and social service agencies.

Gibbons bill ‘Daniel’s Law’ aims to toughen 
penalty for distracted driving accidents
Several years ago, Pennsylvania enacted a distracted 
driving law aimed at curbing the dangerous practice of 
texting while driving. According to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, distracted driving led to 
3,328 deaths and about 421,000 injuries in 2012. This 
irresponsible and reckless behavior has very real, and 
all too frequently, life-changing consequences.

One of those life-changing consequences came to a 
family in our area. Daniel Gallatin, a father, grandfather, 
military veteran and fireman of nearly 40 years, was 
killed in May 2013 while riding his motorcycle. He was 
hit from behind by a woman who was texting while 
driving. The woman pleaded guilty to involuntary 
manslaughter, reckless driving and texting while 
driving, but even the judge remarked during sentencing 
that changes need to be made involving the severity of 
the laws governing cell phone use while driving.

With that in mind, Rep. Gibbons introduced a bill for 
Daniel that he hopes would become Daniel’s Law, 
which would enhance the penalties for distracted 
driving that results in a severe injury or death. Studies 
have shown that distracted driving can be just as 
dangerous as drunk driving.

Rep. Gibbons’ legislation would bring the penalty in line 
with similar drunk driving offenses, such as homicide 
by vehicle and aggravated assault while under the 
influence, as well as involuntary manslaughter. 
The legislation is currently in the House Judiciary 
Committee, where Rep. Gibbons is hopeful it will move 
through the legislative process soon.

This is an opportunity and an obligation to send a 
message that distracted driving is unacceptable. Rep. 
Gibbons will fight to ensure that this legislation makes it 
to the governor’s desk to be signed into law. 

Gibbons votes 
to cut size of 
legislature
Rep. Gibbons is working to right-size 
Pennsylvania’s government, and that 
needs to begin with the legislature. For 
years people have been telling him they 
want state government to become more 
effective, efficient and smaller, and this 
shows that he and his fellow legislators 
are listening.

Rep. Gibbons voted for House Bill 153, 
which would reduce the size of the 
House of Representatives by 25%, from 
the current 203 down to 153 members. 
The bill passed the House last year by 
a bipartisan 139-56 vote, and this year 
passed the Senate 43-6. 

With 253 members, the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly is the second largest 
in the country. With a population of 
roughly 12.7 million people, each of the 
proposed 153 House districts would 
represent about 83,022 people, which 
is an incremental increase from 62,573 
under the current 203 districts.

To change the size of the legislature 
requires an amendment to the state 
Constitution, which means the same 
bill must be passed in two consecutive 
sessions, and then approved by voter 
referendum. Rep. Gibbons said he 
would plan to vote for the bill again in 
the 2017-2018 legislative session.

Gibbons helps secure tax credit for 
New Brighton senior center
Rep. Gibbons supported a $1.13 million tax credit for the EB McNitt Apartments 
in New Brighton from the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency to help finance 
improvements at the apartments.

“This tax credit will go toward a very worthwhile cause and help benefit a section 
of our community that we need to ensure we’re looking out for,” Gibbons said. 
“It’s imperative that seniors in our area have quality options when it comes to 
independent living.”

The funding will be used for the preservation of four, three-story buildings with 
three elevators consisting of more than 100 units for people 62 and older.

Gibbons supports bipartisan 
proposal to cut property taxes 
Rep. Gibbons is committed to ensuring that residents, particularly senior citizens 
on fixed incomes, receive additional property tax relief. That is why he voted for 
House Bill 504, which passed the House on a bipartisan 105-86 vote and would 
lead to lower school property taxes in every district across Pennsylvania. 

This property tax reduction plan would provide nearly $5 billion in property 
tax relief to Pennsylvania homeowners. It also would include a $125 million 
expansion of the Property Tax and Rent Rebate Program, which benefits low- to 
middle-income senior citizens and disabled residents across the state. 

In many areas of the state, some people are forced to choose between paying 
their taxes, or buying food and medicine, and Rep. Gibbons believes it shouldn’t 
be that way. This proposal would shift the burden of funding schools away from 
homeowners, instead utilizing funding streams that take into account a person’s 
ability to pay. 

This property tax relief bill is a significant step toward increasing the fairness 
of how the state funds public education. The bill is currently in the Senate for 
consideration.

Current Anti-Texting Law Facts
What the law does

n	 The law prohibits as a primary offense 
any driver from using an Interactive Wireless 
Communication Device (IWCD) to send, read or write 
a text-based communication while his or her vehicle is in 
motion.

n	 Defines an IWCD as a wireless phone, personal digital 
assistant, smart phone, portable or mobile computer 
or similar device that can be used for texting, instant 
messaging, emailing or browsing the Internet.

n	 Defines a text-based communication as a text message, 
instant message, email or other written communication 
composed or received on an IWCD.

n	 Institutes a $50 fine for convictions under this section.

n	 Makes clear that this law supersedes and pre-empts any 
local ordinances restricting the use of interactive wireless 
devices by drivers.

n	 The penalty is a summary offense. The law does not 
authorize the seizure of an IWCD.

n	 The violation carries no points as a penalty and will not be 
recorded on the driver record for non-commercial drivers. It 
will be recorded on commercial drivers’ records as a non-
sanction violation.

n	 The texting ban does NOT include the use of a GPS device, 
a system or device that is physically or electronically 
integrated into the vehicle, or a communications device that 
is affixed to a mass transit vehicle, bus or school bus. Rep. Gibbons’ annual senior fair is always well-attended by seniors who not only enjoy the day out but also learn about 

state services and programs.

Supporters from across the state held a rally at the state Capitol in support of Daniel’s Law, legislation Rep. Gibbons 
prime sponsored.

Rep. Gibbons has assumed a new leadership role as the 
Democratic chairman of the House Tourism and Recreational 
Development Committee. Democratic Leader Frank Dermody 
tapped Rep. Gibbons for the post because of his legislative 
acumen and strong interest in the job-creating possibilities of 
Pennsylvania’s widespread tourism and recreational facilities.

“Jaret Gibbons is a strong, independent voice in the 
state House for his constituents,” Dermody said. “Being a 
committee chairman will give him added responsibility for 
shaping statewide policies.”

Rep. Gibbons enthusiastically accepted the new role and said 
he looks forward to working with members of the committee 

and its Republican chairman, David Hickernell of Lancaster 
County, to review legislation and conduct hearings across the 
state. 

Rep. Gibbons underlined the importance of tourism and 
recreation to the Pennsylvania economy.

He noted that travel, tourism and hospitality providers employ 
several hundred thousand Pennsylvanians.

Rep. Gibbons said in 2015 there were 190 million U.S. 
domestic travelers to Pennsylvania, 1 million visitors annually 
from overseas markets and an additional 2 million day trip and 
overnight visitors from Canada.

Gibbons named chairman of Tourism and 
Recreational Development Committee

You can make a difference by registering to donate your organs, eyes, 
or tissues. A young girl from Ellwood City, Kyree Beachem, was recently 
saved by an organ donation.
PennDOT works with the Gift of Life program and the Department 
of Health to increase awareness of organ and tissue donation in 
Pennsylvania. There are no fees to become an organ donor. At no 
point will you or your family pay for any of the services related to 
your organ and tissue donation.
You must be at least 18 years old to become a donor. You can register 
online or in person at your local PennDOT photo center.
You will need to provide the last four digits of your Social Security 
number and your Pennsylvania driver’s license or ID card number.
If you are under 18 years old, you can still become an organ donor, but 
as a minor you are required to have the written consent of your parents 
and legal guardians on your identification card or driver’s license.
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care of the neediest of people in our community and not allowing a 
drain on funding by supporting convicted drug dealers.
Rep. Gibbons previously voted for the law in Pennsylvania that 
requires drug testing for certain welfare recipients who have prior 
drug convictions.
The bill is currently in the state Senate awaiting action.

Gibbons introduces 
Budget Continuation 
Act to prevent impacts 
of budget impasse
Last year’s budget impasse was a 
disappointing failure that should never happen 
again. The stalemate resulted in schools and 
social service agencies being dangerously 
underfunded for an unprecedented period of 
time. The legislature must act to ensure that 
such a standoff as was experienced last year 
is not permitted to recur, but if it does we must 
not allow it to impact the ability of schools and 
social service agencies to deliver services. To 
remove the uncertainty and financial distress 
that accompanied this past year’s budget 
impasse and allow our schools and social 
service agencies to operate uninterrupted, 
Rep. Gibbons has introduced the Budget 
Continuation Act.

Under Rep. Gibbons’ bill, if a budget is 
not successfully enacted by July 1, all line 
items from the previous year’s budget would 
continue to receive funding equal to that of the 
previously enacted budget, with the exception 
of the governor’s office, the lieutenant 
governor’s office, the Senate, and the House of 
Representatives. These entities would receive 
zero funding until the passage of a new budget. 
After the many difficulties faced during the past 
year’s impasse, Rep. Gibbons knows we must 
take the necessary steps to ensure that an 
impasse never again creates suffering for our 
schools and social service agencies.

Gibbons bill ‘Daniel’s Law’ aims to toughen 
penalty for distracted driving accidents
Several years ago, Pennsylvania enacted a distracted 
driving law aimed at curbing the dangerous practice of 
texting while driving. According to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, distracted driving led to 
3,328 deaths and about 421,000 injuries in 2012. This 
irresponsible and reckless behavior has very real, and 
all too frequently, life-changing consequences.

One of those life-changing consequences came to a 
family in our area. Daniel Gallatin, a father, grandfather, 
military veteran and fireman of nearly 40 years, was 
killed in May 2013 while riding his motorcycle. He was 
hit from behind by a woman who was texting while 
driving. The woman pleaded guilty to involuntary 
manslaughter, reckless driving and texting while 
driving, but even the judge remarked during sentencing 
that changes need to be made involving the severity of 
the laws governing cell phone use while driving.

With that in mind, Rep. Gibbons introduced a bill for 
Daniel that he hopes would become Daniel’s Law, 
which would enhance the penalties for distracted 
driving that results in a severe injury or death. Studies 
have shown that distracted driving can be just as 
dangerous as drunk driving.

Rep. Gibbons’ legislation would bring the penalty in line 
with similar drunk driving offenses, such as homicide 
by vehicle and aggravated assault while under the 
influence, as well as involuntary manslaughter. 
The legislation is currently in the House Judiciary 
Committee, where Rep. Gibbons is hopeful it will move 
through the legislative process soon.

This is an opportunity and an obligation to send a 
message that distracted driving is unacceptable. Rep. 
Gibbons will fight to ensure that this legislation makes it 
to the governor’s desk to be signed into law. 

Gibbons votes 
to cut size of 
legislature
Rep. Gibbons is working to right-size 
Pennsylvania’s government, and that 
needs to begin with the legislature. For 
years people have been telling him they 
want state government to become more 
effective, efficient and smaller, and this 
shows that he and his fellow legislators 
are listening.

Rep. Gibbons voted for House Bill 153, 
which would reduce the size of the 
House of Representatives by 25%, from 
the current 203 down to 153 members. 
The bill passed the House last year by 
a bipartisan 139-56 vote, and this year 
passed the Senate 43-6. 

With 253 members, the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly is the second largest 
in the country. With a population of 
roughly 12.7 million people, each of the 
proposed 153 House districts would 
represent about 83,022 people, which 
is an incremental increase from 62,573 
under the current 203 districts.

To change the size of the legislature 
requires an amendment to the state 
Constitution, which means the same 
bill must be passed in two consecutive 
sessions, and then approved by voter 
referendum. Rep. Gibbons said he 
would plan to vote for the bill again in 
the 2017-2018 legislative session.

Gibbons helps secure tax credit for 
New Brighton senior center
Rep. Gibbons supported a $1.13 million tax credit for the EB McNitt Apartments 
in New Brighton from the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency to help finance 
improvements at the apartments.

“This tax credit will go toward a very worthwhile cause and help benefit a section 
of our community that we need to ensure we’re looking out for,” Gibbons said. 
“It’s imperative that seniors in our area have quality options when it comes to 
independent living.”

The funding will be used for the preservation of four, three-story buildings with 
three elevators consisting of more than 100 units for people 62 and older.

Gibbons supports bipartisan 
proposal to cut property taxes 
Rep. Gibbons is committed to ensuring that residents, particularly senior citizens 
on fixed incomes, receive additional property tax relief. That is why he voted for 
House Bill 504, which passed the House on a bipartisan 105-86 vote and would 
lead to lower school property taxes in every district across Pennsylvania. 

This property tax reduction plan would provide nearly $5 billion in property 
tax relief to Pennsylvania homeowners. It also would include a $125 million 
expansion of the Property Tax and Rent Rebate Program, which benefits low- to 
middle-income senior citizens and disabled residents across the state. 

In many areas of the state, some people are forced to choose between paying 
their taxes, or buying food and medicine, and Rep. Gibbons believes it shouldn’t 
be that way. This proposal would shift the burden of funding schools away from 
homeowners, instead utilizing funding streams that take into account a person’s 
ability to pay. 

This property tax relief bill is a significant step toward increasing the fairness 
of how the state funds public education. The bill is currently in the Senate for 
consideration.

Current Anti-Texting Law Facts
What the law does

n	 The law prohibits as a primary offense 
any driver from using an Interactive Wireless 
Communication Device (IWCD) to send, read or write 
a text-based communication while his or her vehicle is in 
motion.

n	 Defines an IWCD as a wireless phone, personal digital 
assistant, smart phone, portable or mobile computer 
or similar device that can be used for texting, instant 
messaging, emailing or browsing the Internet.

n	 Defines a text-based communication as a text message, 
instant message, email or other written communication 
composed or received on an IWCD.

n	 Institutes a $50 fine for convictions under this section.

n	 Makes clear that this law supersedes and pre-empts any 
local ordinances restricting the use of interactive wireless 
devices by drivers.

n	 The penalty is a summary offense. The law does not 
authorize the seizure of an IWCD.

n	 The violation carries no points as a penalty and will not be 
recorded on the driver record for non-commercial drivers. It 
will be recorded on commercial drivers’ records as a non-
sanction violation.

n	 The texting ban does NOT include the use of a GPS device, 
a system or device that is physically or electronically 
integrated into the vehicle, or a communications device that 
is affixed to a mass transit vehicle, bus or school bus. Rep. Gibbons’ annual senior fair is always well-attended by seniors who not only enjoy the day out but also learn about 

state services and programs.

Supporters from across the state held a rally at the state Capitol in support of Daniel’s Law, legislation Rep. Gibbons 
prime sponsored.

Rep. Gibbons has assumed a new leadership role as the 
Democratic chairman of the House Tourism and Recreational 
Development Committee. Democratic Leader Frank Dermody 
tapped Rep. Gibbons for the post because of his legislative 
acumen and strong interest in the job-creating possibilities of 
Pennsylvania’s widespread tourism and recreational facilities.

“Jaret Gibbons is a strong, independent voice in the 
state House for his constituents,” Dermody said. “Being a 
committee chairman will give him added responsibility for 
shaping statewide policies.”

Rep. Gibbons enthusiastically accepted the new role and said 
he looks forward to working with members of the committee 

and its Republican chairman, David Hickernell of Lancaster 
County, to review legislation and conduct hearings across the 
state. 

Rep. Gibbons underlined the importance of tourism and 
recreation to the Pennsylvania economy.

He noted that travel, tourism and hospitality providers employ 
several hundred thousand Pennsylvanians.

Rep. Gibbons said in 2015 there were 190 million U.S. 
domestic travelers to Pennsylvania, 1 million visitors annually 
from overseas markets and an additional 2 million day trip and 
overnight visitors from Canada.

Gibbons named chairman of Tourism and 
Recreational Development Committee

You can make a difference by registering to donate your organs, eyes, 
or tissues. A young girl from Ellwood City, Kyree Beachem, was recently 
saved by an organ donation.
PennDOT works with the Gift of Life program and the Department 
of Health to increase awareness of organ and tissue donation in 
Pennsylvania. There are no fees to become an organ donor. At no 
point will you or your family pay for any of the services related to 
your organ and tissue donation.
You must be at least 18 years old to become a donor. You can register 
online or in person at your local PennDOT photo center.
You will need to provide the last four digits of your Social Security 
number and your Pennsylvania driver’s license or ID card number.
If you are under 18 years old, you can still become an organ donor, but 
as a minor you are required to have the written consent of your parents 
and legal guardians on your identification card or driver’s license.

To get more information on organ donation you can contact:
n	Pennsylvania Department of Health (877) PA-HEALTH 
n	Center for Organ Recovery and Education (800) DONORS-7 

Organ donors are heroes
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Help available 
on Property 
Tax/Rent 
Rebates
The Department of Revenue 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program 
applications for the 2015 tax year 
are now available – and Rep. 
Gibbons’ staff is ready to help 
you file yours for free!

The rebate program benefits 
eligible Pennsylvanians 65 or older, 
widows and widowers 50 or older, 
and people with disabilities 18 or 
older. The income cap is $35,000 
for homeowners and $15,000 for 
renters. Please note that you only 
have to count 50 percent of Social 
Security benefits. You can receive 
up to $650, if eligible.

Claimants must reapply for rebates 
every year because rebates are 
based on annual income and 
property taxes or rent paid annually. 

Please take note of two 
changes to the program:
n	 Social Security cost-of-living 

adjustments will no longer 
disqualify those applying for a 
rebate; and

n	 Claims filed on behalf of 
claimants who lived at least one 
day during the claim year and 
meet all other eligibility criteria 
will be paid.

The deadline to apply for a rebate 
on property taxes or rent paid in 
2015 is June 30, 2016, and the 
rebates normally are distributed 
beginning on July 1. So, the sooner 
you file, the sooner you will receive 
your money!

Please ignore offers to assist with 
filing the application for a fee. Rep. 
Gibbons’ office offers free help, 
and the Revenue Department does 
not charge a fee to process your 
application.

Applications also are available 
online at www.revenue.pa.gov or by 
calling 1-888-222-9190.

Protecting PACE/PACENET for seniors
PACE and PACENET, the state’s prescription-
drug programs for older Pennsylvanians are both 
valuable and popular. The programs ensure that 
lower income older residents get the life-saving 
medications they need at a price they can afford.

Rep. Gibbons is always looking for ways to 
maintain and improve the programs. Since PACE 
was created in 1984 and PACENET in 1996, the 
state periodically has reauthorized the programs, 
expanded income eligibility and excluded Social 
Security cost-of-living adjustments. The state also 
modified PACENET’s deductible and adapted the 
program when Medicare’s prescription benefit 
– Part D – was created. All of this was done to 
prevent thousands from losing their coverage 
and making even more people eligible for the 
programs.

The last couple of years are no different. 
PACE and PACENET are extremely valuable and Rep. Gibbons has supported 
any legislation that improves these prescription benefits. Because of his recent 
affirmative votes, Social Security Medicare Part B premiums are now excluded 
from income considerations. This change has the same effect of increasing the 
income limits by that amount. For most Medicare beneficiaries, that’s about $1,258 
per person a year.

Another recent change Rep. Gibbons supported includes excluding any Social 
Security cost-of-living adjustments from income when applying for the programs. 
For years, tens of thousands of seniors were close to being pushed out of their 
prescription drug coverage because their relatively small cost-of-living increase 
pushed them over the income limit. In the past, Pennsylvania enacted temporary 
moratoriums to keep that from happening. Now, the Social Security COLA 
exclusion is permanent.

Additionally, Rep. Gibbons has supported two other proposals to improve these 
programs. The first would exclude veteran compensation from the income 
guidelines, and the second would exclude the money received from cashing in 
savings bonds from being counted as income when applying. Both of these bills 
passed the House and are under consideration in the Senate.

Rep. Gibbons and his staff can answer any questions you have about these 
programs, and also can help you apply.

DON’T MISS THESE UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS!

THURSDAY, MAY 12 • 6 p.m.  
New Beaver Borough Municipal Building 

778 Wampum New Galilee Rd. 
New Galilee, PA 16141

THURSDAY, MAY 19 • 6 p.m. 
Ellwood City Borough  

Municipal Building 
525 Lawrence Ave. 

Ellwood City, PA 16117

THURSDAY, MAY 26 • 6 p.m. 
Beaver Falls City Building 

715 15th St. 
Beaver Falls, PA 15010

TUESDAY, MAY 31 • 6 p.m. 
Scott Township  

Volunteer Fire Department 
3712 Harlansburg Rd., PA-108 

New Castle, PA 16101

THURSDAY, JUNE 9 • 6 p.m. 
Taylor Township Municipal Building 

Industrial St. 
West Pittsburg, PA 16160

THURSDAY, JUNE 16 • 6 p.m. 
Pulaski Township 

3401 Sunflower Rd.  
New Brighton, PA 15066

Who’s eligible? 
Pennsylvania residents 65 or 
older
PACE – With a total income 
of $14,500 or less for singles 
and $17,700 for married 
couples. Prescriptions are 
$6 for generics and $9 for 
name-brand.
PACENET – With a total 
income between $14,500 
and $23,500 for singles 
and between $17,700 and 
$31,500 if married. After 
a $34 monthly deductible, 
prescriptions are $8 and $15.

Rep. Gibbons welcomes students from the Community College of 
Beaver County who visited the state Capitol.

State Rep. Jaret Gibbons invites you and your family to a Town Hall Meeting in your area:

Gibbons votes to end 
budget impasse

‘No tax increase’ budget becomes law 
Pennsylvania’s nine-month state budget impasse ended in late March when 
Gov. Tom Wolf permitted the 2015-2016 state budget to become law. 

Rep. Jaret Gibbons was one of 13 House Democrats who voted for the final 
state budget in an effort to end the impasse in a way that allowed schools and 
4-H programs to remain open and continue to fund human services programs for 
Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable citizens. The finalized state budget funds social 
services agencies, increases funding for colleges and universities, and gives 
school districts an additional $200 million for basic education. All this without 
raising state taxes! 

This budget is not perfect. It fails to fully restore the funding cuts to schools and 
social services made by the previous administration, and does not address the 
state’s looming structural deficit that has led credit rating agencies to downgrade 
the state’s bond rating repeatedly over the past years. 

However, Rep. Gibbons understands that it was time to put partisan politics 
behind and pass a balanced budget that provides funding for schools, human 
services and other vital government services that are important in our area. As 
an elected official, Rep. Gibbons believes his first priority is always to represent 
his constituents, and the reality of the situation was that he needed to act 
accordingly and vote for continued funding for these services.

GIBBONS REFUSES 
PAYCHECK DURING 
IMPASSE, DECLINES 
PAY INCREASE FOR 7TH 
STRAIGHT YEAR
Although many legislators continued 
to be paid during last year’s budget 
impasse, Rep. Gibbons did not think it 
was right to cash a paycheck with the 
flow of state money to public schools, 
social services and a host of other 
recipients held up by the wrangling 
between the governor and Republican-
controlled legislature. Rep. Gibbons 
did not cash a paycheck while the 
state didn’t have a budget and these 
organizations went unfunded. He also 
co-sponsored legislation requiring 
suspending the pay of all legislators 
when a state budget is not passed on 
time.

As he has in the past, Rep. Gibbons 
also did not accept a statutorily required 
automatic cost-of-living raise in his 
salary last year. At one point Rep. 
Gibbons returned his COLA funds 
to the state Treasury, but with local 
organizations struggling during the 
recent budget impasse, he felt it was 
only right to give back to the local 
community. So last year, Rep. Gibbons 
donated the COLA funds to local 
school organizations, nonprofit public 
service programs, and the Wampum 
Revitalization Committee. 

A 1995 law provides an annual COLA to 
state elected officials based on a cost-
of-living index. This year, legislators 
received no increase due to a lack of 
inflation. 

GIBBONS VOTES NO TO INCOME TAX INCREASE
Last fall, the House voted on a scaled-down version of Gov. Wolf’s tax
proposal. Amongst other tax hikes, it would have increased the state
income tax and provided negligible property tax relief for a limited number
of low-income seniors. Rep. Gibbons explained, “While I support providing 
adequate funding for education and property tax relief, I was compelled to 
vote against this proposal due to the lack of real tax relief provided by this 
large tax increase on job creators and working families.”

PROTECT YOUR WEALTH 
FROM LONG TERM CARE 

COSTS, ESTATE PLANNING 
AND PROTECTION SEMINAR

6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.  
Beaver Falls Library • 1301 7th Ave. 

Beaver Falls, PA 15010

Do you have sensitive documents that need disposed of?  
You’re invited to join Rep. Gibbons and his staff  

for a shredding event! 
Bring any documents that contain personal information such as 
Social Security numbers, credit card numbers, medical records or 
banking account numbers. 
All documents will be shredded on site and disposed of securely by 
a professional document disposal company. There is no limit  
to how many documents you can shred, but please remove  
paper clips prior to shredding.

SHREDDER EVENT
SATURDAY, JUNE 18 

10 a.m. to noon 
North Sewickley Fire Hall • 893 Mercer Rd.  

Beaver Falls, PA 15010

TUESDAY, MAY 10

Presented by a local 
professional in the 
insurance industry.

Please join him to 
discuss important 
state government-
related issues in our 
communities.
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Help available 
on Property 
Tax/Rent 
Rebates
The Department of Revenue 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program 
applications for the 2015 tax year 
are now available – and Rep. 
Gibbons’ staff is ready to help 
you file yours for free!

The rebate program benefits 
eligible Pennsylvanians 65 or older, 
widows and widowers 50 or older, 
and people with disabilities 18 or 
older. The income cap is $35,000 
for homeowners and $15,000 for 
renters. Please note that you only 
have to count 50 percent of Social 
Security benefits. You can receive 
up to $650, if eligible.

Claimants must reapply for rebates 
every year because rebates are 
based on annual income and 
property taxes or rent paid annually. 

Please take note of two 
changes to the program:
n	 Social Security cost-of-living 

adjustments will no longer 
disqualify those applying for a 
rebate; and

n	 Claims filed on behalf of 
claimants who lived at least one 
day during the claim year and 
meet all other eligibility criteria 
will be paid.

The deadline to apply for a rebate 
on property taxes or rent paid in 
2015 is June 30, 2016, and the 
rebates normally are distributed 
beginning on July 1. So, the sooner 
you file, the sooner you will receive 
your money!

Please ignore offers to assist with 
filing the application for a fee. Rep. 
Gibbons’ office offers free help, 
and the Revenue Department does 
not charge a fee to process your 
application.

Applications also are available 
online at www.revenue.pa.gov or by 
calling 1-888-222-9190.

Protecting PACE/PACENET for seniors
PACE and PACENET, the state’s prescription-
drug programs for older Pennsylvanians are both 
valuable and popular. The programs ensure that 
lower income older residents get the life-saving 
medications they need at a price they can afford.

Rep. Gibbons is always looking for ways to 
maintain and improve the programs. Since PACE 
was created in 1984 and PACENET in 1996, the 
state periodically has reauthorized the programs, 
expanded income eligibility and excluded Social 
Security cost-of-living adjustments. The state also 
modified PACENET’s deductible and adapted the 
program when Medicare’s prescription benefit 
– Part D – was created. All of this was done to
prevent thousands from losing their coverage
and making even more people eligible for the
programs.

The last couple of years are no different. 
PACE and PACENET are extremely valuable and Rep. Gibbons has supported 
any legislation that improves these prescription benefits. Because of his recent 
affirmative votes, Social Security Medicare Part B premiums are now excluded 
from income considerations. This change has the same effect of increasing the 
income limits by that amount. For most Medicare beneficiaries, that’s about $1,258 
per person a year.

Another recent change Rep. Gibbons supported includes excluding any Social 
Security cost-of-living adjustments from income when applying for the programs. 
For years, tens of thousands of seniors were close to being pushed out of their 
prescription drug coverage because their relatively small cost-of-living increase 
pushed them over the income limit. In the past, Pennsylvania enacted temporary 
moratoriums to keep that from happening. Now, the Social Security COLA 
exclusion is permanent.

Additionally, Rep. Gibbons has supported two other proposals to improve these 
programs. The first would exclude veteran compensation from the income 
guidelines, and the second would exclude the money received from cashing in 
savings bonds from being counted as income when applying. Both of these bills 
passed the House and are under consideration in the Senate.

Rep. Gibbons and his staff can answer any questions you have about these 
programs, and also can help you apply.
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PACE – With a total income 
of $14,500 or less for singles 
and $17,700 for married 
couples. Prescriptions are 
$6 for generics and $9 for 
name-brand.
PACENET – With a total 
income between $14,500 
and $23,500 for singles 
and between $17,700 and 
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Rep. Gibbons welcomes students from the Community College of 
Beaver County who visited the state Capitol.

State Rep. Jaret Gibbons invites you and your family to a Town Hall Meeting in your area:

Gibbons votes to end 
budget impasse

‘No tax increase’ budget becomes law 
Pennsylvania’s nine-month state budget impasse ended in late March when 
Gov. Tom Wolf permitted the 2015-2016 state budget to become law. 

Rep. Jaret Gibbons was one of 13 House Democrats who voted for the final 
state budget in an effort to end the impasse in a way that allowed schools and 
4-H programs to remain open and continue to fund human services programs for
Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable citizens. The finalized state budget funds social
services agencies, increases funding for colleges and universities, and gives
school districts an additional $200 million for basic education. All this without
raising state taxes!

This budget is not perfect. It fails to fully restore the funding cuts to schools and 
social services made by the previous administration, and does not address the 
state’s looming structural deficit that has led credit rating agencies to downgrade 
the state’s bond rating repeatedly over the past years. 

However, Rep. Gibbons understands that it was time to put partisan politics 
behind and pass a balanced budget that provides funding for schools, human 
services and other vital government services that are important in our area. As 
an elected official, Rep. Gibbons believes his first priority is always to represent 
his constituents, and the reality of the situation was that he needed to act 
accordingly and vote for continued funding for these services.

GIBBONS REFUSES 
PAYCHECK DURING 
IMPASSE, DECLINES 
PAY INCREASE FOR 7TH 
STRAIGHT YEAR
Although many legislators continued 
to be paid during last year’s budget 
impasse, Rep. Gibbons did not think it 
was right to cash a paycheck with the 
flow of state money to public schools, 
social services and a host of other 
recipients held up by the wrangling 
between the governor and Republican-
controlled legislature. Rep. Gibbons 
did not cash a paycheck while the 
state didn’t have a budget and these 
organizations went unfunded. He also 
co-sponsored legislation requiring 
suspending the pay of all legislators 
when a state budget is not passed on 
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As he has in the past, Rep. Gibbons 
also did not accept a statutorily required 
automatic cost-of-living raise in his 
salary last year. At one point Rep. 
Gibbons returned his COLA funds 
to the state Treasury, but with local 
organizations struggling during the 
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only right to give back to the local 
community. So last year, Rep. Gibbons 
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service programs, and the Wampum 
Revitalization Committee. 

A 1995 law provides an annual COLA to 
state elected officials based on a cost-
of-living index. This year, legislators 
received no increase due to a lack of 
inflation. 

GIBBONS VOTES NO TO INCOME TAX INCREASE
Last fall, the House voted on a scaled-down version of Gov. Wolf’s tax
proposal. Amongst other tax hikes, it would have increased the state
income tax and provided negligible property tax relief for a limited number
of low-income seniors. Rep. Gibbons explained, “While I support providing 
adequate funding for education and property tax relief, I was compelled to 
vote against this proposal due to the lack of real tax relief provided by this 
large tax increase on job creators and working families.”
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